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Concrete-Block Three Bin Turning Unit

This unit was built in 1992 by the Wisconsin Conservation Corps for a demonstration site in Eau
Claire County. The approximate materials cost and construction time were $90 and one and one-half
hours, respectively.

Materials and Tools:

86 concrete blocks
4 concrete half-blocks
work gloves

wooden or metal posts to stabilize the bin @@ ,

Theillustration (right) shows a concrete block with a central dlit that
makes it easy to split into two half blocks. Score each side of the
block in the plane of the dlit with a chisel. Then use the chisel and a
hammer to split the block aong the score.
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Construction Details:

1. Place 24 concrete blocks along the ground at the composting site as shown in the illustration
below. Leave about %2 inch between each block to let in air.

2. Add asecond layer of blocks, staggering them to increase stability. Using the turning unit
illustration (# 1) as aguide, place 10 full and 2 half-blocks along the back wall, and three blocks

along each side. Leave about %2 inch between each block.

3. Add athird layer of blocks, again staggering them to increase stability. Place 12 blocks acrossthe
back of the enclosure and three blocks on each side.

4. Thelast, and top, layer should have 10 full and 2 half-blocks across the back and 2 full blocks

along each side.

5. To make the unit more stable, drive wooden or metal posts through the holesin the blocks.
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Reprinted with permission from "Composting to Reduce the Waste Stream,” January, 1991. Northeast Regional
Agricultural Engineering Service, Cooperative Extension, Ithaca, NY 14853. Website: www.nraes.org
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O For more information, contact your County Extension Agent or SHWEC O

County Extension Information

SHWEC Offices

Milwaukee

Univer(sgirte?)rf] \E/?syconsin LWM UW-Extension
rSity ; 161 W Wisconsin Ave, Ste 6000
2420 Nicolet Drive, ES 317 .
020-465-2707 Milwaukee, WI 53203-2602
414-227-3175

FAX 920-465-2143 FAX 414-227-3165

Stevens Point
610 Langdon Street, Rm. 529 University of Wisconsin
Madison. WI 53703 College of Na_tural Resources
y Stevens Point, Wl 54481
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