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OUR MISSION… 

The mission of the Price Wil-

liam Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District is to provide 

leadership in the conserva-

tion of soil, water, and re-

lated resources to all Prince 

William County citizens, 

through technical assistance 

information and education. 

Board of Directors:  

Chairman: Ron Burgess,            

Vice-Chairman: Steve Danziger,                                 

Treasurer: Matt Brooks,                

Secretary: Paige Thacker,        

Director: Daniel Berrios 

District Staff: 

District Manager/Cons. Spec.: 
Kate Norris,                             

Cons. Specialist/E&S Consultant: 
Beata Coss,                              

Education Specialist:               
Linda Johnston,                                           

Conservation Specialist:                     
Nicole Ethier,                            

Administrative Assistant:      
Jeannie Heflin,                                    

NRCS District Conservationist: 
Rex Rexrode 

  Prince William          

at Bay 
Volume32, Issue 4 

     November brings the beautiful colors of 
autumn.  Just why do those leaves change 
colors and  fall from the tree?  Here is Au-
tumn Leaves 101. 

     In the fall, many things are changing-
weather, light, and in some places, tem-
perature.  There are fewer hours of 
sunlight each day.  This is the main change 
that tells the tree it’s time to get ready for 

a winter rest.  As it does, 
it needs very little food.   

     All leaves, from 
skinny needles to multi-
shaped oak leaves, serve 

the same purpose—to make food 
(sugar) for the tree. As the tree gets 
ready for winter, the leaves stop their 
work. 

      In the spring and summer, leaves 
get their green color  from a natural 
coloring, or pigment, called chlorophyll.  
Chlorophyll absorbs and holds the energy 
in sunlight which is used in the process of 
photosynthesis.  There are usually other 
pigments “hiding” in the leaves which help 
make the most of the sunlight falling on the 
tree’s leaves.  These absorb light of differ-
ent colors and pass that energy on to the 
chlorophyll.  We don’t usually see these 

The main “helper” pigments are carotenoids, 
which can be orange, yellow, or red; xantho-

phylls, which are yellow; and anthocynins, which 
are purple, scarlet, and blue.  Before a deciduous 
tree sheds its leaves, the leaves stop working, the 
chlorophyll breaks down, and the balance of 
these pigments changes.  The result is a brilliant 
burst of color. 

     Each type of tree has its own kind of leaves 
which differ in color from tree to tree.  Oak 
leaves may turn brown or yellow, while maple 
leaves may be bright red.  The more sugars that a 
leaf contains, the brighter its autumn colors will 
be.  The color also depends to some degree on 
the weather.  This is why the colors are not the 
same every year.  The best leaf colors usually 

come with lots of bright sunshine and 
cool, clear nights.  Too much rain  may 
make the colors dull. Why do the leaves 
fall off the tree?  As the weather turns 
colder,  tree growth  slows down.  

              Water is not  as available to the 
tree as it is during the   growing  season  because 
it freezes and is not as easily  absorbed by the 
roots.  Since deciduous trees don’t photosynthe-
size during the winter, they no longer need their 
leaves.  They simply get rid of 
them as the weather turns colder.  
The chlorophyll is no longer pre-
sent for making food and the leaf  

Oh, the Leaves, They are 
A-changin’ 

By Linda Johnston 
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Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District 

Tree Seedling Sale 

Order Form 

 Seminar attendance suggested, but not required to order seedlings 

 Name:       _____________________________________________________________ 

Address:    _____________________________________________________________ 

City:          ______________________________ State:  _______ Zip:  _____________ 

Phone Number:  (      ) 

Alt. Phone Number:   (       ) 

E-mail:   ______________________________________ 

Make checks payable to:  PWSWCD     13061 Fitzwater Dr      Nokesville, VA 20181 

Trees will arrive in late December, early January. Arrival date depends on the weather. When your order arrives, you will be 
notified by e-mail or phone. Check our website, www.pwswcd.org for further updates. 

For more information or questions, you can contact the Prince William Soil & Water Conservation District at 703-594-3621 or 
e-mail nicoleethier@pwswcd.org. 

To view pictures and learn more about trees, go to www.plants.usda.gov. Information about trees will also be posted at 
www.pwswcd.org 

Deadline to order tree seedlings is December 12, 2006 

Trees   5 10 15 20 25 30 40 50 Total 
                    Amoun

Green Ash $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Common Button-
bush $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65 

  
Bald Cypress $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Red-Osier Dogwood $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Silky Dogwood $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Hazelnut $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Red Maple $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Sugar Maple $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Cherrybark Oak $7 $13 $21 $28 $35 $42 $55 $65   
Chestnut Oak $7 $13 $21 $28 $35 $42 $55 $65   
Northern Red Oak $7 $13 $21 $28 $35 $42 $55 $65   
Water Oak $7 $13 $21 $28 $35 $42 $55 $65   
White Oak $7 $13 $21 $28 $35 $42 $55 $65   
Willow Oak $7 $13 $21 $28 $35 $42 $55 $65   
Persimmon $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
Shortleaf Pine $3 $5 $9 $12 $14 $17 $23 $30   
Virginia Pine $3 $5 $9 $12 $14 $17 $23 $30   
Yellow Poplar $7 $13 $20 $26 $33 $40 $53 $65   
               Shipping  and Handling $5 

    
              

Grand 
Total:   
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Then come to the Tree Seedling Seminar! 

Learn more about tree care, and then get the chance to order tree 

seedlings at the end of the seminar! 

Seminar will be held at:Seminar will be held at:Seminar will be held at:Seminar will be held at:    

Town Hall of HaymarketTown Hall of HaymarketTown Hall of HaymarketTown Hall of Haymarket    

15000 Washington St.15000 Washington St.15000 Washington St.15000 Washington St.    

Suite 100 Suite 100 Suite 100 Suite 100     

Haymarket, Virginia 20169Haymarket, Virginia 20169Haymarket, Virginia 20169Haymarket, Virginia 20169    

Call Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District at  

703-594-3621 or e-mail nicoleethier@pwswcd.org for further information! 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

by Dec. 4 

• Information will be presented by the Virginia Dept. of Forestry. 

• Additional agencies will also be sharing information and answer-
ing individual questions following the VDOF presentation. 



13061 Fitzwater Drive 

Nokesville, VA 20181 

Prince William Soil & Water Conservation District Prince William Soil & Water Conservation District Prince William Soil & Water Conservation District Prince William Soil & Water Conservation District    

The Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color,  religion, 
sex, age, veteran status, national origin, disability, or political affiliation. 
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www.tribleequipment.com 

 JJJJOHNOHNOHNOHN    DDDDEEREEEREEEREEERE 

10413 Dumfries Road, Manassas 8326 Meetze Road, Warrenton 

703-366-3880 540-347-2880 

EQUIPMENT 
TRIBLE 

INC.   1973 
SINCE 

� SALES 

� PARTS 
� SERVICE 

Leigh Smith      (571) 220-0017 

• NO JOB IS TO BIG OR TO SMALL  

• CALL AND WE WILL BE THERE 
• FREE ESTIMATES  

MANURE REMOVALMANURE REMOVALMANURE REMOVALMANURE REMOVAL 

         Other services: 
  Tractor Services, Grading 
  Hauling All Types 
  Farm and Ranch Services 
  Bush Hog Mowing, Residential and Commercial  
   Hay for Sale  

www.beefandhayproducer.com 
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Please Welcome our New Employee  

NICOLE ETHIER,  

Conservation Specialist 

Nicole has been 

with PWSWCD 

since September, 

2006.  She be-

came interested 

in environmental 

conservation at 

the age of 11 

when a local de-

veloper built 

homes behind her 

house while com-

mitting several 

violations.  Nicole earned her bachelor of 

science degree from James Madison Univer-

sity in Integrated Science and Technology.  

Her work with PWSWCD includes assisting 

local landowners with their land manage-

ment issues and organizing educational 

seminars for local residents.  Nicole’s inter-

ests include writing, cross-stitching, and 

scrap booking.  She also has a mini-lop 

bunny named Harley. 

SMITH FAMILY 
FARM  

5th Generation 
Virginia Quality-
Assured Beef    
Producer 

If you would like to be removed from the 
newsletter mailing list or would prefer to re-
ceive it by e-mail, please call 703-594-3621. 


